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Topic: Recommended Approval of New Guaranteed Transfer (GT) Pathways Courses

Prepared by: Brad Griffith, Senior Director of Academic Pathways and Innovation and Christina Carrillo, Academic Policy Officer and Advocate 

I. Summary

Institutions have submitted proposals for the approval of new courses to be included in the statewide Guaranteed Transfer (GT) Pathways course matrix. These courses have been reviewed by faculty discipline groups and vetted for alignment with GT Pathways’ content criteria and competencies. Approval of these courses will expand transfer options for students and support seamless progression toward degree completion across Colorado’s public institutions of higher education. The recommended additions reflect Colorado’s commitment to increasing curricular flexibility while maintaining rigor and statewide consistency. 

II. Background

Created by law in 2001, GT Pathways is a set of general education courses that all students at Colorado public colleges must complete. The program ensures:
1. Students gain key competencies.
2. At least 31 credits are included.
3. Courses transfer across all public institutions in Colorado.

GT Pathways was designed to make transferring between schools easier and to protect earned credits. These courses give students a solid foundation toward their degree, no matter where they start.
In 2024, Senate Bill 24-164 strengthened transfer policies and directed the Colorado Commission on Higher Education (CCHE) to improve transparency and student success. Expanding GT Pathways is a key part of this effort.

The General Education (GE) Council advises CCHE and reviews proposed GT Pathways courses to ensure they meet statewide standards. Institutions submit detailed documentation, including sample syllabi, for review. After discussion, the GE Council recommends courses to the Commission for approval based on these voting rules:
· Quorum: At least 16 of 31 institutions must vote.
· Approval: At least two-thirds (66.7%) of votes must be in favor of a course to move forward to CCHE.

This process ensures consistency, quality, and transferability across Colorado’s higher education system.

III. Staff Analysis
Eight new courses were recommended for approval by the GE Council for review in December 2025. 21 institutions submitted votes on the proposed courses, which resulted in the following offerings being recommended to the Commission for addition to the statewide GT Pathways matrix.

	Institution
	Course
	Credits
	GTP Category
	Approval Rate

	Ft. Lewis College
	BL105 Intro to Business Japanese
	3
	AH2 – Literature and Humanities
	66.7%

	Western Colorado University
	ENG 250 Critical Approaches to Literature
	3
	AH2 – Literature and Humanities
	81%

	Western Colorado University
	ENG 270 Folklore
	3
	AH2 – Literature and Humanities
	85.7%

	Western Colorado University
	ENVS 100 Intro to Environment and Sustainability
	3
	HI1 - History
	71.4%

	Western Colorado University
	ENVS 250 Environmental Justice
	3
	SS3 – Human Behavior, Culture, or Social Frameworks
	81%

	Western Colorado University
	HIST 202 Past, Present, and Future of Schooling in the US
	3
	AH2 – Literature and Humanities
	71.4%

	Western Colorado University
	HIST 281 History on Film 
	3
	AH2 – Literature and Humanities
	81%

	Western Colorado University
	POLS 117 Democracy, Capitalism, and Their Critics
	3
	HI1 - History
	76.2%



IV. Staff Recommendations

Staff recommend that the Commission approve the new GT Pathways courses presented by the General Education Council for addition to the GT Pathways matrix and entry into the Colorado Transfer database.

V. Statutory Authority

C.R.S. § 23-1-108.5
Duties and powers of the commission with regard to common course numbering system – council of higher education representatives – rules – legislative declaration – definitions – repeal. 
…
(4)(a) Each higher education institution shall submit its list of identified courses in the guaranteed transfer pathways matrix, including course descriptions and, upon request of the commission, summaries of course syllabi, for review and approval by the commission or before March 1, 2003, and on March 1 of each odd-numbered year thereafter. 
(4)(b) Beginning with the fall semester of 2003, each higher education institution shall publish, and update as necessary, a list of course offerings that identifies courses offered by the institution that correspond with the courses included in the guaranteed transfer pathway matrix. 

C.R.S. §23-1-125
Commission directive – student bill of rights – degree requirements – implementation of core courses – competency test – prior learning – prior work-related experience – policies – definitions – repeal. 
(1) Student bill of rights. The general assembly finds that students enrolled in public institutions of higher education and students who are accepted to an institution of higher education have the following rights:
… 
(d) Students have a right to know which courses are transferable among the state public two-year and four-year institutions of higher education; 
…
(3) Core courses. The Department, in consultation with each Colorado public institution of higher education, is directed to outline a plan to implement a core course concept that defines the general education course guidelines for all public institutions of higher education….Any such guidelines developed by the Department shall be submitted to the commission for its approval….If a statewide matrix of core courses is adopted by the commission, the courses identified by the individual institutions as meeting the general education course guidelines shall be included in the matrix. The commission shall adopt such policies to ensure that institutions develop the most effective way to implement the transferability of core course credits. 
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