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Topic: Recommended Approval of New Guaranteed Transfer (GT) Pathways Courses

Prepared by: Brad Griffith, Senior Director of Academic Pathways and Innovation and Christina Carrillo, Academic Policy Officer and Advocate 

I. Summary

The Colorado Community College System (CCCS) has submitted proposals for the approval of three new courses to be included in the statewide Guaranteed Transfer (GT) Pathways course matrix. These courses have been reviewed by faculty discipline groups and vetted for alignment with GT Pathways’ content criteria and competencies. Approval of these courses will expand transfer options for students and support seamless progression toward degree completion across Colorado’s public institutions of higher education. The recommended additions reflect CCCS’ commitment to increasing curricular flexibility while maintaining rigor and statewide consistency. 

II. Background

The GT Pathways program was established by statute in 2001 and is defined in Colorado Revised Statutes (C.R.S.) §23-1-108.5(2)(e) as “a group of general education courses or lower-division courses…that every student enrolled…at the institution must successfully complete…”. The main principles of this “core course concept” are that 1) the curriculum should be designed to ensure that students demonstrate certain competencies; 2) it shall consist of at least thirty-one credits; and 3) it shall apply to all public institutions of higher education in Colorado. The original intent of GT Pathways was to ease transfer between institutions and preserve credit for courses taken to the extent feasible. GT Pathways courses allow students to complete foundational coursework that applies toward degree requirements regardless of where they begin their studies. 

In 2024, the Colorado General Assembly passed Senate Bill 24-164 (SB24-164), which strengthened statewide transfer policies and directed the Colorado Commission on Higher Education (CCHE) to improve transparency, consistency, and student success. SB24-164 emphasizes the importance of expanding guaranteed transfer options and reducing barriers for students moving between institutions, making the approval of new GT Pathways courses a key strategy for achieving these goals. 

The General Education Council (GE Council) serves as an advisory body to the CCHE and plays a central role in maintaining the integrity of GT Pathways. The GE Council is comprised of representatives from Colorado’s public institutions of higher education who review all proposed GT Pathways courses to ensure alignment with statewide content and competencies standards. The submission process requires institutions to provide detailed documentation, including a sample syllabus for each proposed course, demonstrating how the course meets GT Pathways criteria. After a thorough review and discussion, the GE Council now issues recommendations to the CCHE for final approval. This collaborative process ensures consistency, quality, and transferability across the state’s higher education system. 

III. Staff Analysis
The General Education Council consists of 32 current voting members, consisting of one commissioner, one CCCS representative, and 30 institutions. 21 members responded through electronic vote with unanimous (100%) approval of the courses presented by CCCS. 

Additional courses were presented to the Council by Colorado State University, but agreement was not reached among the 21 voting members. The highest scoring course gained 76 percent approval with 16 votes in favor and five votes against.

While some courses received overwhelming support, many hovered near a simple majority (45–55%), and others fell within a moderate consensus range (60–70%).

Currently, the Council has no established formal standards for:
· Quorum: The minimum number of institutions that must participate in voting for a course to be considered.
· GT Pathways Course Approval Threshold: The percentage of affirmative votes required for a course to be approved.

Staff request the following guidance through discussion with the Commission:
1. What should define a quorum for GT Pathways course approval?
· Example: At least 50% of members voting (e.g., 16 of 32).
2. What level of consensus should be required for approval?
· Potential Options:
· Simple majority (>50%)
· Supermajority (e.g., 60% or two-thirds)
· Other threshold based on policy priorities

IV. Staff Recommendations

Staff recommend that the Commission approve the new GT Pathways courses presented by CCCS for entry into the Colorado Transfer database.

The Commission is asked to consider setting clear, consistent standards for quorum and approval percentage to ensure transparency and fairness in GT Pathways course decisions. 

V. Statutory Authority

C.R.S. § 23-1-108.5
Duties and powers of the commission with regard to common course numbering system – council of higher education representatives – rules – legislative declaration – definitions – repeal. 
…
(4)(a) Each higher education institution shall submit its list of identified courses in the guaranteed transfer pathways matrix, including course descriptions and, upon request of the commission, summaries of course syllabi, for review and approval by the commission or before March 1, 2003, and on March 1 of each odd-numbered year thereafter. 
(4)(b) Beginning with the fall semester of 2003, each higher education institution shall publish, and update as necessary, a list of course offerings that identifies courses offered by the institution that correspond with the courses included in the guaranteed transfer pathway matrix. 

C.R.S. §23-1-125
Commission directive – student bill of rights – degree requirements – implementation of core courses – competency test – prior learning – prior work-related experience – policies – definitions – repeal. 
(1) Student bill of rights. The general assembly finds that students enrolled in public institutions of higher education and students who are accepted to an institution of higher education have the following rights:
… 
(d) Students have a right to know which courses are transferable among the state public two-year and four-year institutions of higher education; 
…
(3) Core courses. The Department, in consultation with each Colorado public institution of higher education, is directed to outline a plan to implement a core course concept that defines the general education course guidelines for all public institutions of higher education….Any such guidelines developed by the Department shall be submitted to the commission for its approval….If a statewide matrix of core courses is adopted by the commission, the courses identified by the individual institutions as meeting the general education course guidelines shall be included in the matrix. The commission shall adopt such policies to ensure that institutions develop the most effective way to implement the transferability of core course credits. 

Attachment(s): 
Attachment A: GT Pathways Course Submittal Form GTAH1 THE 2101, 2102
Attachment B: GT Pathways Course Submittal Form GTAH2 LIT 2040
Attachment C: THE2101.World_Theatre_History_I.Sample_Syllabus_Assignments.Rev_2
Attachment D: THE2102.World_Theatre_History_II.Sample_Syllabus_Assignments.Rev_2
Attachment E: LIT 2040 Syllabus
