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COURSE INFORMATION
COURSE TITLE:	Queer Literature	
PREFIX/NUMBER:	LIT 2040
CREDIT HOURS:	3
COURSE SECTION:	001
SEMESTER:	Fall 2024
CLASS LOCATION:	UAB 022
CLASS DATE/TIME:	MW 3:30 pm-5:00pm
DELIVERY FORMAT:	TRAD INSTRUCTIONAL METHOD
WITHDRAWAL DATE:	October 11, 2024
	
INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION
INSTRUCTOR NAME	Thomas Mattarocci
OFFICE LOCATION: 	AB250B
CONTACT INFORMATION: 	719.549.3460
OFFICE HOURS: 	Tuesdays 9:30 am – 12:00 pm
	Thursdays 9:30 am – 12:00 pm
Alternate dates and times by appointment
Nothing in this Syllabus is intended to create (nor shall be construed as creating) an expressed or implied contract. The College reserves the right to modify, change, delete, or add to, as it deems appropriate, the policies, procedures, and other general information in this document.

COURSE SYLLABUS
1.	TITLE OF COURSE: Queer Literature
	PREFIX/NUMBER: LIT 2040	CREDIT HOURS: 3		CONTACT HOURS: 45
2.	PREREQUISITE: None
3.	RESOURCES NEEDED:
All reading material will be provided by the instructor through Desire2Learn

· Augustine. The Confessions. 400. Translated by Maria Boulding, New City Press, 2002.
· Bram, Christopher. Almost History. Plume Books, 1993. 
· Bornstein, Kate. Gender Outlaws: On Men, Women, and the Rest of Us. Vintage Books, 1994.
· Chambers, Jane. A Late Snow: A Play in Two Acts. Tnt Classics, 1989.
· Cieza de León, Pedro. The Discovery and Conquest of Peru. 1552. Translated by Noble David Cook and Alexandra Parma Cook, Duke University Press, 1999.
· The Epic of Gilgamesh. 2000 B.C.E. Translated by N.K. Sanders, Penguin Classics, 1960.
· Hellman, Lillian. The Children’s Hour. Dramatists Play Services, 1953.
· Homer. Iliad. Translated by Samuel Butler, Dover Publications, 2012.
· Jay, Karla. Tales of the Lavender Menace: A Memoir of Liberation. Basic Books, 1999.
· Katz, Jonathan Ned. Love Stories: Sex Between Men before Homosexuality. University of Chicago Press, 2001.
· Ka’ahumanu, Lani, and Loraine Hutchins, editors. Bi Any Other Name: Bisexual People Speak Out. Riverdale Avenue Books, 2015.
· Sade, Marquis de. Justine, or the Misfortune of Virtue. 1791. Translated by John Phillips, Oxford University Press, 2013.
· Rechy, John. The Sexual Outlaw: A Documentary. Grove Press, 1977.
· Saikaku, Ihara. The Great Mirror of Male Love. 1687. Translated by Paul Gordon Schalow, Stanford University Press, 1991. 
· Wilson, Lanford. The Moonshot Tape and A Poster of the Cosmos. Dramatists Play Service, 1998.
· 
4.	COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course provides an overview of how literature has reflected and impacted social perceptions of queer identity, from early civilizations to contemporary society.
5.           Section I: Arts & Humanities (AHUM) Content Criteria – GT-AH2
	Respond analytically and critically to literary or media works, by addressing all of the following:
a. Specific era(s)
b. Specific culture(s)
c. Themes or major concepts
d. Attitudes and values

6.             Section II: Competencies & Student Learning Outcomes for GT-AH2

                          Written Communication:

2. Develop Content
a. Create and develop ideas within the context of the situation and the assigned task(s).

4. Use Sources and Evidence
a. Critically read, evaluate, apply, and synthesize evidence and/or sources in support of a claim.
b. Follow an appropriate documentation system.

                  Critical Thinking:

2. Utilize Context
a. Evaluate the relevance of context when presenting a position.
b. Identify assumptions.
c. Analyze one’s own and others’ assumptions.

5. Understand Implications and Make Conclusions
a. Establish a conclusion that is tied to the range of information presented.
b. Reflect on implications and consequences of stated conclusion.


		
7.	STANDARD COMPETENCIES: 
1. Discuss the evolution of perceptions about queer identity throughout history. 
2. Explain how literature has impacted social perceptions of diverse gender and sexual identities throughout history. 
3. Interpret a wide variety of literary works by and about diverse genders and sexual identities. 
4. Compare the way in which queer authors can utilize literature as a tool for activism and social change. 
5. Identify the importance of reading and interpreting queer literature within its historic and intersectional context. 

8.	EVALUATION PROCEDURES: 
All discussions and writing assignments will be worth one letter grade or a specified number of points. These grades/points will be averaged, and a grade will be given according to the Total Point Range.

Total Points	Letter Grade
90 to 100	A
80 to 89	B
60 to 79	C
60 to 69	D
0 to 59	F 
9.            COURSE OUTLINE:
WEEK ONE: Introduction to the Course 

		Lecture: The importance of reading literature within its historic context

		Read: Excerpts from Jonathan Ned Katz’ Love Stories

		Discuss: Engage in a peer-ran conversation via D2L over the material

		Write: Five-hundred-word reflection due in D2L by midnight on Sunday

WEEK TWO: Literary Representations of Queer Identity in Early Civilizations

		Lecture: Homosexuality in early-American and European cultures

		Read: Excerpts from Strabo of Amaseia and The Epic of Gilgamesh

		Discuss: Engage in a peer-ran conversation via D2L over the material

		Write: Five-hundred-word reflection due in D2L by midnight on Sunday
	
[bookmark: _Hlk43879513]WEEK THREE: Representations of Queer Identity in the Literature of Classical Antiquity
		Lecture: Homosexuality in ancient Greece and Rome

		Read: Excerpts from Homer’s Iliad and four poems by Sappho

		Discuss: Engage in a peer-ran conversation via D2L over the material

		Write: Five-hundred-word reflection due in D2L by midnight on Sunday

[bookmark: _Hlk43879523]WEEK FOUR: Representations of Queer Identity in the Literature of Medieval Europe
		Lecture: Homosexuality in medieval Europe

		Read: Excerpts from Dante’s Inferno and Saint Augustine’s Confessions

		Discuss: Engage in a peer-ran conversation via D2L over the material

		Write: Five-hundred-word reflection due in D2L by midnight on Sunday

[bookmark: _Hlk43879531]WEEK FIVE: Representations of Queer Identity in the Literature of Renaissance Europe
		Lecture: Homosexuality in Renaissance Europe

		Read: Excerpts from Cieza de León and poems by Michelangelo

		Discuss: Engage in a peer-ran conversation via D2L over the material

		Write: Five-hundred-word reflection due in D2L by midnight on Sunday

[bookmark: _Hlk43879541]WEEK SIX: Representations of Queer Identity in the Literature of Early China, India, Islam, and Japan
Lecture: Homosexuality in Early China, India, Japan, and the Islamic Nations

		Read: Saikaku’s The Great Mirror of Male Love and Wang Jiuai’s poems

		Discuss: Engage in a peer-ran conversation via D2L over the material

		Write: Five-hundred-word reflection due in D2L by midnight on Sunday

[bookmark: _Hlk43879550]WEEK SEVEN: Representations of Queer Identity in the Literature of Eighteenth-Century Europe
		Lecture: Homosexuality in Neo-Classical Europe

		Read: Excerpts from Walpole’s diary and the Marquis de Sade’s Justine

		Discuss: Engage in a peer-ran conversation via D2L over the material

		Write: Five-hundred-word reflection due in D2L by midnight on Sunday

[bookmark: _Hlk43879561]WEEK EIGHT: Literary Representations of Queer Identity in Europe and the United States during the Nineteenth Century
		Lecture: Homosexuality in industrial Europe and the United States

		Read: Harte’s “Tennessee’s Partner” and Hellman’s The Children’s Hour

		Discuss: Engage in a peer-ran conversation via D2L over the material

		Write: Five-hundred-word reflection due in D2L by midnight on Sunday

[bookmark: _Hlk43879571]WEEK NINE: Literary Representations of Queer Identity in Europe and the United States from 1900 until 1969
Lecture: Homosexuality in Europe and the United States before Stonewall

		Read: The Roosevelt-Hickok letters and the SIECUS study

		Discuss: Engage in a peer-ran conversation via D2L over the material

		Write: Five-hundred-word reflection due in D2L by midnight on Sunday

		Midterm exam due in D2L by midnight on Sunday

[bookmark: _Hlk43879581]		WEEK TEN: Activism from Stonewall to the Present as Seen through Literature
Lecture: Homosexuality in Europe and the United States after Stonewall

		Read: Jay’s Tales of the Lavender Menace and Rechy’s Sexual Outlaw

		Discuss: Engage in a peer-ran conversation via D2L over the material

		Write: Five-hundred-word reflection due in D2L by midnight on Sunday

[bookmark: _Hlk43879591]		WEEK ELEVEN: The AIDS Epidemic as Seen Through Liteature
Lecture: The effects of the AIDS epidemic on the homosexual community

		Read: Wilson’s A Poster of the Cosmos and Tucker Shaw’s Twitter thread

		Discuss: Engage in a peer-ran conversation via D2L over the material

		Write: Five-hundred-word reflection due in D2L by midnight on Sunday

WEEK TWELVE: The Rising Presence of Queer Identity in Mainstream Literature and Media
Lecture: The rising presence of homosexuals in popular media

		Read: Trelos’ Cindy Baby and Chambers’ A Late Snow 

		Discuss: Engage in a peer-ran conversation via D2L over the material

		Write: Five-hundred-word reflection due in D2L by midnight on Sunday

		WEEK THIRTEEN: Literature as a Means to Emerge from the Margins
Lecture: The burgeoning identities of bisexuals and transsexuals

		Read: Bornstein’s Hidden and interviews with trans activist Jayne County 

		Discuss: Engage in a peer-ran conversation via D2L over the material

		Write: Five-hundred-word reflection due in D2L by midnight on Sunday

		WEEK FOURTEEN: Literature as a Means to Reclaim Sexuality
Lecture: The reestablishment of sexuality after Stonewall

		Read: Brass’ “‘Porn’ In Pornography” and Bram’s Almost History

		Discuss: Engage in a peer-ran conversation via D2L over the material

		Write: Five-hundred-word reflection due in D2L by midnight on Sunday

[bookmark: _Hlk43879629]WEEK FIFTEEN: The Literary Representation of Internal Tensions within the Community
Lecture: Age, gender, and racial issues within the community

		Read:  Mann’s “The Disappearance of Hugo” and Bi Any Other Name

		Discuss: Engage in a peer-ran conversation via D2L over the material

		Write: Five-hundred-word reflection due in D2L by midnight on Sunday

		WEEK SIXTEEN: Final Essays and Presentations
		Students will present their analytical paper to the class

		Students will engage in a discussion via D2L on their peers’ presentations

		Analytical essay due in D2L by midnight on Sunday

8.	METHODS OF INSTRUCTION:
A. To be successful in this course, students are expected to participate in a variety of activities. During each week, students will engage in an instructor-ran lecture explaining the material, read two texts and view ten cultural artifacts from the period, engage in three discussion forums where they explore how the artifacts and texts relate to the lecture material, and compose a five-hundred-word writing assignment analyzing one of these elements. The first half of the course will move chronologically from early civilizations to the Stonewall Riot of June 28, 1969, with students completing a written midterm exam asking them to utilize all of the information presented in the past eight weeks to argue whether or not the Stonewall Riot was justified. After this point, the course will move from a chronological to a topical exploration of LGBTQIA+ literature as the class studies the Gay Liberation Movement of the last fifty years in detail, culminating into a research paper and presentation on a topic selected by the student.
B. PCC uses D2L as its course management system. The course syllabus, attendance, and grades are posted in D2L. Students are encouraged to check their grades periodically and take any concerns or disagreements to their instructor for immediate resolution or clarification. In addition, the English and Communication Department instructors use D2L to post course content information as well as assignments. Instructors expect students to submit specific assignments through D2L’s Assignment Folder, where assignments are automatically checked for plagiarism. The instructors may delay grading any student assignment that is not submitted through the assignment folder as required.

C. Please observe the following requirements:
a. Assignments should meet all requirements and be turned in on time. Late assignments will receive one grade cut for each calendar day beyond the due date of the assignment and will not be accepted after the withdrawal date.
b. No late assignments will be accepted after the end of the last day to withdraw from a course. Please check the academic calendar for the exact date.
c. Meeting timelines and learning from mistakes is each student’s professional responsibility. If a student is unable to meet deadlines, they should consider withdrawing from the course and taking this course when it is more convenient. The instructor will not withdraw students.
d. The student is responsible for discussing with the instructor any difficulties in completing the assignments. To help students succeed, student support services such as tutoring, counseling, and advising are also available. Students are encouraged to utilize these services when necessary.
e. Missed assignments: It is the student’s responsibility, whether present or absent, to obtain all material presented and to complete all course assignments. Makeup work is to be at the instructor’s discretion.

If a student decides to leave the course, it is the student, NOT the instructor, who must complete the required paperwork before the last day of withdrawal.

9.	STUDENT CONDUCT:
All students at Pueblo Community College are expected to adhere to the Pueblo Community College (PCC) Student Code of Conduct as described in the PCC Student Handbook. Students may be removed from one class session by the faculty/instructor for any violation of the Code or classroom rules. Additional sanctions, including withdrawal from this class, for violations of the Code or classroom rules are applied through the Dean of Student Success Office by the Director of Student Judicial Affairs.
Respect for others and for the teaching-learning situation is the key to successful interaction in the class. Therefore, instructors will manage the classroom environment to promote a positive learning experience for all students and reserve the right to ask a disruptive student to leave the classroom.
As a future professional and a member of PCC’s community of learners, it is crucial that all students be on time for class, not leave the class while it is in progress for issues other than emergencies, and be respectful of others’ viewpoints even if they disagree. In addition, students are expected to become fully engaged in their learning without texting, checking their phones or emails, leaving the classroom to make phone calls, or participating in other digital distractions.
Professionalism Rubric  
	Criteria
	Excellent 
	Good 
	Weak 
	Unacceptable 

	ATTENDANCE  
	Student is present every class meeting and does not leave early. 
	Student has missed two classes and/or left early. 
	Student has missed 3-4 classes or left early more than once. 
	Student misses class continually or leaves early frequently. 

	PUNCTUALITY  
	Arrives to class on time; turns in assignments on due date. 
	Arrives late once or misses one assignment deadline. 
	Arrives late twice or misses 2 deadlines. 
	Is continually late to class; misses deadlines frequently. 

	ATTITUDE  
	Communicates with a positive attitude; never displays rudeness. 
	Almost always communicates with a positive attitude showing courtesy towards others. 
	Occasionally communicates negatively bordering on rudeness. 
	Often communicates with a negative attitude without regard for others' points of view. 

	COMMITMENT  
	Demonstrates eagerness for the information presented as well as for the learning process. 
	Usually demonstrates an eagerness for the information presented as well as for the learning process. 
	Is indifferent to or uninvolved in the course information and the learning process. 
	Expresses negativity towards information presented for courses or for the learning process. 

	CLASSROOM INTERACTION 
	Politely accepts feedback and uses it constructively. Remains on task and follows the class rules. 
	Is usually open to positive feedback and follows class policies. Occasionally gets off-task.  
	Is sometimes unwilling to accept feedback, follow directions, or remain on task. 
	Is resistant to positive feedback, directions, or class policies. Is frequently off-task. 


10.	USE OF ELECTRONICS IN THE CLASSROOM:
Computers and other electronic devices may be used in the classroom only for academic purposes as directed by the instructor. Texting and/or accessing personal e-mail and social networking sites such as Facebook are not allowed. All cell phones must be turned off during class. If a student uses an unapproved electronic device during a test or class activity, the student will receive no credit for the activity or test, may be asked to leave the classroom, and/or may fail the course for cheating.
11.	AUDIO OR VIDEO RECORDING OF CLASS:
Except where a student is entitled to make an audio or video recording of class lectures and discussions as an educational accommodation determined through the student’s interactive process with college disability services, a student may not record lectures or classroom discussions unless written permission from the class instructor has been obtained and all students in the class as well as guest speakers have been informed that audio/video recording may occur. A student granted permission to record may use the recording only for his or her own study and may not publish or post the recording on YouTube or any other medium or venue without the instructor’s explicit written authorization.
Please contact college disability services at 719.549.3446 if you require an educational accommodation.
12.	ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:
Pueblo Community College is committed to providing a superior educational experience for all students who attend the college. Academic integrity and honesty in all educational classrooms and programs are critical in providing this high level of education. Academic dishonesty is any form of cheating which results in students giving or receiving unauthorized assistance in an academic exercise or receiving credit for work which is not their own. For a complete definition of academic dishonesty, see the PCC Student Handbook. 
It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of the behaviors that constitute academic dishonesty. Academic misbehaviors may have additional College disciplinary sanctions imposed through the Office of Dean of Student Success by the Director of Student Judicial Affairs. Disciplinary sanctions for violating the standards of academic integrity may include warning, probation, suspension, or expulsion from the college. Academic sanctions may include failure of the course or the assignment. In limited-entry programs, a student may be dismissed from the program for academic dishonesty. Students may receive both disciplinary and academic sanctions.
Instructors expect student assignments to be unique to the course and may not accept assignments that a student submitted in another course or for another purpose. Consult your instructor for further information or exceptions.
13.	DISABILITY STATEMENT:
Students who have a documented disability may be eligible to receive accommodations for this class. Please contact the Disability Resources Center at 719.549.3446 for further information.
14.	WITHDRAWAL/ATTENDANCE POLICY:
PCC has instituted the following policy on class withdrawals. It is the student’s responsibility to initiate all withdrawals (from a course or the college) after meeting with their instructor. After meeting with their instructor, students should contact the financial aid office, and initiate the process electronically or go to the college “Go!Zone” for assistance. Faculty will not withdraw students for lack of attendance but issue the appropriate grade earned by the student at the end of the semester. Departments are expected to maintain clear attendance policies at the course/program level and convey those standards to students.
To help students meet the standards of the course, the English and Communication Department established the following attendance policy: 
Any student who misses more than 20% of class meetings or fails to complete and submit the required assignments when due may receive a failing grade for the course. Students may avoid an F on their transcripts by withdrawing from the course before the end of the last day to withdraw. 
PCC’s goal is to train future professionals. Students are now in a professional environment and members of a community of learners.  Much of the content of this class is dependent on students’ work in the class; thus, regular attendance is vitally important to their success in the course and to their development of writing skills.  It is impossible to “make up” what a student misses in class if he or she is not there: The dynamics of class work, discussions, and collaborative activities leading to in depth learning and understanding are lost.   
If a student cannot attend a class, it is a courtesy to inform the instructor in advance, if possible. At the discretion of the instructor, absences for medical or family emergencies may be excused if the student provides documentation. However, if the total excused absences still exceeds the 20% maximum allowable absences, it is likely that the student will still receive a failing grade.
Tardy Policy: Students are to be ready to begin classes at the scheduled start of the classes. It is considered unprofessional and disruptive behavior for students to arrive late and/or leave early. Three tardy arrivals or early exits may be counted as one absence. Students should discuss with the instructor any problems meeting the scheduled time.  
15.	The deadline for withdrawing from this class is listed on the cover page of this document.
16.	DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT:
Notice of Non-Discrimination
Pueblo Community College prohibits all forms of discrimination and harassment including those that violate federal and state law or the State Board for Community Colleges and Occupational Education Board Policies 3-120 and 4-120. The College does not discriminate on the basis of sex/gender, race, color, age, creed, national or ethnic origin, physical or mental disability, veteran status, pregnancy status, religion, genetic information, gender identity, or sexual orientation in its employment practices or educational programs and activities.  Pueblo Community College will take appropriate steps to ensure that the lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to admission and participation in vocational education programs.
The College has designated the Director of Human Resources as its AA/EEO and Title IX Coordinator, and the Senior HR Specialist as Deputy Title IX Coordinator, with the responsibility to coordinate the college’s civil rights compliance activities and grievance procedures.  If you have any questions, please contact the Director of Human Resources or Deputy Title IX Coordinator, 900 W. Orman Avenue, Central Administration Building, Room 111, telephone 719.549.3220, email HR.PCC@Pueblocc.edu. You may also contact the Office for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Education, Region VIII, Federal Office Building, 1244 North Speer Blvd., Suite 310, Denver, CO 80204; phone: 303.844.3417.
Aviso de no discriminación
Pueblo Community College (PCC) prohíbe todas formas de discriminación y acoso, inclusive violación de leyes federales y estatales o las políticas educativas 
3-120 y 120 4 del Consejo Estatal de Colegios Comunitarios y Laborales. El Colegio no discrimina en base al sexo/género, raza, color, edad, credo, origen nacional o étnico, incapacidad física o mental, estado de veterano, estado de embarazo, religión, información genética, identidad de género o orientación sexual en sus prácticas de empleo, programas educativos, o actividades que ofrece el Colegio. PCC tomará medidas apropiadas para asegurar que la falta de conocimientos del idioma inglés no será un impedimento para la inscripción y participación en programas de educación vocacional.
El Colegio ha designado el Director de Recursos Humanos (RH) el oficial de Acción Afirmativa (AA), Igualdad de Oportunidades de Empleo (EEO), y Coordinador de la ley-Título IX.  El Especialista Mayor de Recursos Humanos en PCC es designado como Diputado Coordinador de la ley Título IX con la responsabilidad de coordinar las actividades de cumplimiento de derechos civiles y procedimientos de quejas.  Si usted tiene alguna pregunta, póngase en contacto con el Director de Recursos Humanos o el Diputado Coordinador de Título IX, 900 W. Orman Avenue, ubicados en el edificio de Administración Central, sala 111, teléfono 719.549.3220, o correo electrónico HR.PCC@Pueblocc.edu. También puede comunicarse con la oficina de derechos civiles con el Departamento de Educación, Región VIII, Edificio de Oficinas Federales, 1244 North Speer Blvd., Suite 310, Denver, CO 80204; teléfono: 303.844.3417.
Nothing in this Syllabus is intended to create (nor shall be construed as creating) an expressed or implied contract. The College reserves the right to modify, change, delete, or add to, as it deems appropriate, the policies, procedures, and other general information in this document.

Gainful Employment Information: The US Department of Education requires disclosure of information for any financial aid eligible program that “prepares students for gainful employment in a recognized occupation." For more information visit the website.

Reasonable accommodations will be provided upon request for persons with disabilities. To make a request, please notify the PCC Disability Resources Team at 719.549.3446 or Disability.Resources@pueblocc.edu at least four working days before the event.

18.	Other Information:
Students are expected and encouraged to spend two to three hours outside of class for every contact hour in class.
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