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Topic: 2026 SMART Act Reporting Overview for SB24-164

Prepared by: Carl Einhaus, Chief Student Success & Academic Officer

I. Summary

Senate Bill 24‑164 (SB24‑164) establishes new transparency and transfer credit consistency requirements for Colorado’s public institutions of higher education. Beginning January 2026, and annually thereafter, the Colorado Department of Higher Education (CDHE) must compile and report transfer-related metrics as part of its SMART Act hearing.

II. Background

SB24-164 strengthens the Guaranteed Transfer Pathways (GTP) matrix and mandates standardized reporting to monitor transfer efficiency and credit applicability. In addition to previous statute directives, SB24-164 maintains that students have the right for GTP courses to transfer seamlessly and apply toward degree requirements.

III. Staff Analysis

The deployed data collection framework captures transfer-related metrics from all public institutions. Reporting will focus on:

· Transfer Volume: Number of undergraduate students transferring into each institution and their sending institutions.


· Completion in Time and Credits: 
· Average time (provided by CDHE in years), and academic terms to complete a bachelor’s degree for transfer students compared to non-transfer students.
· Average credit hours attempted and earned for a transfer versus a non-transfer to earn a bachelor’s degree.
· Credit Acceptance and Application of GTP Courses: 
· Total credits accepted and applied for GTP courses, general education, and other equivalents.
· Credits accepted vs. not accepted, and applied vs. not applied to degree requirements, disaggregated by program.

IV. Staff Recommendations

No action required. This item is presented for informational purposes only. The report was shared during the January 2026 SMART Act hearing, accompanied by a weblink to detailed data on the CDHE website.

V. Statutory Authority

C.R.S. 23‑1‑108.5(6.5): Requires CDHE to compile and report transfer-related metrics annually as part of its SMART Act hearing.
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