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	[bookmark: _Hlk248053814]Meeting
	CCHE Standing Committee on Student Success & Workforce Alignment
Monday, April 27, 2026
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

	Location
	Remote only

	Zoom Information
	Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 861 4043 3564
Passcode: 954620

	[bookmark: _Hlk26345983]Meeting Participants
	CCHE SS&AA Standing Committee

	Meeting Objectives
	Discuss student success and academic affairs topics in Colorado to advance practices and policies



A = in attendance, E = excused absence, N = not in attendance (Bolded Commissioners are official committee members)
	ATTENDANCE

	Commissioners & Advisors

	Chair Berrick Abramson
	A
	Eric Tucker
	N
	Lisandra Gonzales
	A
	Sarah Hughes
	A

	Danielle Ongart
	N
	Aaron Harber
	A
	Jim Wilson
	A
	Saige Chapin
	N

	Michael Lightner
	A
	Ana Cristina Temu
	A
	Wayne Artis
	A
	Jennifer Walmer
	A

	Sen. Janice Marchman
	N
	Lena Crawley
	N
	
	
	
	

	CDHE Staff

	Carl Einhaus
	A
	Cynthia Armendariz
	A
	Brad Griffith
	A
	Christina Carrillo
	A

	Heather Delange
	
	Beverly Jones
	A
	Renée Welch
	A
	Gillian McKnight-Tutein
	A

	Peter Fritz
	
	Sam Fogleman
	
	Chealsye Bowley
	
	Sophia Laderman
	

	Michael Vente
	
	Spencer Ellis
	A
	Tricia Johnson
	A
	JB Holston
	A

	Abby Edinger
	A
	Casey McCoy Simmons
	A
	Jason Masino
	A
	
	

	Guests

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



AGENDA

1:00 p.m.		Greetings and Introductions
		Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair



1:05 p.m.		Approve notes for March 30 meeting 
		Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair
Commissioner Wilson motioned to approve the meeting minutes from March 30. Commissioner Walmer seconded the motion. No objections were made – notes approved. 

	

[bookmark: _Hlk93390637]1:10 p.m.		Strategy discussion/1330 recommendations
· Transfer Subcommittee update
Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair
Commissioner Abramson reported that the Transfer Subcommittee continues to meet regularly and is addressing both routine transfer work and policy matters related to the State Auditor’s performance audit. The committee plans to hold several additional meetings through May and June, with the goal of developing recommendations to inform the work of the Transition Advisory Committee (TAC), which is scheduled to begin meeting in July. Discussion emphasized a shift away from the term “transfer” toward a broader focus on credit and knowledge mobility, including identifying barriers and solutions.

Commissioner Walmer noted that she will miss the May meeting of the Transfer Subcommittee and emphasized the importance of identifying another commissioner to provide continuity, particularly as the committee addresses time‑sensitive policy revisions required in response to the audit. Commissioner Hughes volunteered to serve on the Transfer Subcommittee, and Commissioner Wilson indicated tentative interest pending schedule confirmation. Commissioner Abramson confirmed that staff will coordinate follow‑up and ensure continuity of membership.

· Commissioner Walmer provided an update on House Bill 25‑1345 (Funding Formula Review), which cleared the House Education Committee unanimously. She noted that legislators raised significant concerns related to transfer and common course numbering during committee discussion, signaling sustained policymaker interest in improving credit mobility and transfer statewide. Members discussed the importance of aligning ongoing commission and staff work with emerging legislative priorities.

· Advisor Artis raised concerns regarding differences in credit hours between community colleges and four‑year institutions, particularly in mathematics, sciences, and world languages, and the impact of these differences on developing statewide transfer agreements. Staff noted that a study required by Senate Bill 24‑164 examined credit hour differentials and underlying causes, though no formal policy action has yet been taken. Commissioner Abramson indicated the topic would be appropriate for further discussion at the Transfer Subcommittee.

· Commission Priorities and Ad Hoc Task Force updates
Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair
The committee engaged in an extensive, exploratory discussion regarding priorities and guidance for the Commission’s representative to the Transition Advisory Committee (TAC), which is being established under House Bill 25‑1317. Commissioner Abramson outlined TAC’s charge to recommend governance structures, systems, and policies for a more cohesive postsecondary education and workforce system, operating on an accelerated four‑month timeline beginning in July.

Members emphasized the importance of starting with an aspirational, learner‑ and earner‑centric vision rather than focusing solely on governance or change management. Key themes raised included strengthening alignment between K‑12 and higher education (particularly for dual and concurrent enrollment students), addressing duplication of academic programs, preserving the role of institutions in serving their local communities, sharing academic resources more efficiently across institutions, improving advising and transparency about student outcomes, and ensuring system flexibility to support reentry and reskilling throughout the lifespan. Several members underscored the importance of engaging students, employers (including small businesses), and communities in the redesign efforts.

		
1:35 p.m.		Compelling discussion on informational items
· Colorado’s Statewide Longitudinal Data System (SLDS)
Heather MacGillivary, Manager, SLDS
Staff indicated that the SLDS update would be rescheduled due to presenter availability. 

· Recommended approval of new GT Pathways Courses
Brad Griffith, Senior Director of Academic Pathways and Innovation
Brad provided an overview of an agenda item that will come before the Commission at its next meeting – staff is recommending the approval of four new GT Pathways courses reviewed and endorsed by the General Education Council: one Arts and Expression (GT-AH1) course from the Colorado Community College System and three courses from the University of Northern Colorado across Social Sciences and Mathematics categories. Brad confirmed that all courses met content and competency criteria, received the required two‑thirds majority vote, and had only abstentions (not negative votes), primarily from the Colorado School of Mines, which does not participate in GT Pathways.

Discussion focused on broader systemic issues rather than the individual courses, including barriers to submitting courses for approval, trends in course denials, and how the Commission might incentivize increased participation while maintaining rigor. Staff clarified that some previously submitted courses were delayed due to misclassification of content categories and are being corrected for resubmission. Commissioners emphasized the importance of understanding institutional barriers, incentives, and long‑term quality assurance, including alignment with priorities such as open educational resources (OER).

Commissioner Abramson proposed scheduling a future committee discussion focused on GT Pathways process improvements, barriers, and alignment with broader transfer and TAC work. Commissioner Temu Otting made a motion to move the GT Pathways course approvals to the consent agenda, seconded by Commissioner Harber. With no opposition, the motion carried.

· Recommended approval of COF Eligibility and Student FTE for FY 2027 Extended Studies Programs
Brad Griffith, Senior Director of Academic Pathways and Innovation
Brad provided an overview of an agenda item that will come before the Commission at its next business meeting – staff is recommending the approval of College Opportunity Fund (COF) eligibility for one statewide extended studies proposal submitted by the Colorado School of Mines for fiscal year 2027, totaling 608 FTE (0.5% of estimated eligible FTE). The request covers faculty‑led international offerings of existing Mines courses and a first‑year semester‑abroad program in France. Brad confirmed the programs lead to credentials, are workforce‑aligned, present no duplication concerns, and meet statutory requirements. Approval would allow students to receive COF support rather than being charged higher tuition rates.
Commissioner Wilson made a motion to approve the COF eligibility request and move it to the consent agenda, seconded by Commissioner Temu Otting. There were no objections, and the motion carried.
	
Next meeting date: Monday, June 1, 2026

ACTION ITEMS

	Issue
	Action / Next Step
	Assigned To & Date Assigned
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