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	[bookmark: _Hlk248053814]Meeting
	CCHE Standing Committee on Student Success & Workforce Alignment
Monday, August 25, 2025
1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

	Location
	Remote only

	Zoom Information
	Join Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 845 0553 5139
Passcode: 151520

	[bookmark: _Hlk26345983]Meeting Participants
	CCHE SS&AA Standing Committee

	Meeting Objectives
	Discuss student success and academic affairs topics in Colorado to advance practices and policies



A = in attendance, E = excused absence, N = not in attendance (Bolded Commissioners are official committee members)
	ATTENDANCE

	Commissioners & Advisors

	Chair Berrick Abramson
	A
	Eric Tucker
	A
	Lisandra Gonzales
	A
	Sarah Hughes
	N

	Danielle Ongart
	N
	Mark Cavanaugh
	N
	Jim Wilson
	A
	Saige Chapin
	N

	Michael Lightner
	A
	Ana Cristina Temu
	A
	Wayne Artis
	A
	Jennifer Walmer
	A

	Sen. Janice Marchman
	N
	Erin Fernandez
	
	Aaron Harber
	A
	
	

	CDHE Staff

	Carl Einhaus
	A
	Liliana Diaz Solodukhin
	A
	Brad Griffith
	A
	Christina Carrillo
	A

	Heather Delange
	A
	Beverly Jones
	A
	Cynthia Armendariz
	
	Angie Paccione
	A

	Peter Fritz
	
	Renée Welch
	A
	Chealsye Bowley
	
	Sophia Laderman
	

	Gillian McKnight-Tutein
	A
	Sam Fogleman
	
	DeAnna Castaneda
	
	Michael Vente
	

	Emily Blythe
	A
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Guests

	Shaun Schafer
	A
	Sarah Heath
	A
	Tina Parscal
	A
	Beth Myers
	A

	Kaylee Gerhart
	A
	Julie Basler
	A
	Shannon Nicholas
	A
	Erin Silver
	A

	Anna Deese
	A
	Ashley – Sen. Marchman aide
	A
	
	
	
	



AGENDA

1:00 p.m.		Greetings and Introductions
		Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair



1:05 p.m.		Approve notes for June meeting 
		Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair
Commissioner Harber motioned to approve the notes from the June meeting. Commissioner Wilson seconded the motion. No objections were made – notes approved. 

	

[bookmark: _Hlk93390637]1:10 p.m.		Strategy discussion/1330 recommendations
· Direction for the coming 25/26 academic year – particularly from Retreat conversation, and focusing transfer
Berrick Abramson, Committee Chair
Commissioner Abramson led a brief discussion regarding strategic planning topics for the upcoming academic year. He noted that deeper discussions would be deferred to future meetings due to ongoing developments from the Governor’s Executive Order, various councils, and an ad hoc committee on Commissioner roles and responsibilities led by Vice Chair Gonzales. Topics flagged for future consideration included transfer committee revival, updates on the EO process, SLDS implementation, and enrollment reporting related to formula review. He encouraged committee members to reach out to him with additional feedback. 

		
1:35 p.m.		Compelling discussion on informational items
· GT Pathways Waiver Request for all Bachelor of Applied Science Degrees (See Attachments Agenda Item – Approval of Blanket Waiver of GT Pathways Requirements for BAS Degrees in Colorado; Attachment A: Blanket Waiver Request for Bachelor of Applied Sciences Degree Proposal; Attachment B: BAS Waiver Questions)
Brad Griffith, Senior Director of Academic Pathways and Innovation, CDHE, and Dr. Sarah Heath, Vice Chancellor for Academic and Student Affairs, CCCS
Dr. Heath, Vice Chancellor of Academic and Student Affairs for the Colorado Community College System (CCCS), provided an overview of a proposal requesting a blanket waiver for GT Pathways requirements for BAS degrees. Dr. Heath explained that while these degrees already meet Higher Learning Commission (HLC) and CCCS board requirements, the waiver process remains burdensome due to Commission policy requiring alignment with GT Pathways categories. She emphasized that BAS degrees are designed to stack on Associate of Applied Science (AAS) degrees and meet direct workforce needs, often requiring different general education components based on industry demands. Brad Griffith and Carl Einhaus from CDHE supported the proposal, noting that CCCS has demonstrated compliance with general education standards and that policy revisions are underway to better accommodate BAS programs.

However, several committee members raised concerns. Commissioners questioned how blanket waivers would ensure consistent rigor across institutions and compliance with statutory requirements, especially for students who may exit with only an AAS degree. Committee members also emphasized the importance of strong advising and suggested an intermediate approval process rather than a blanket waiver. Public comment occurred and those commenting voiced strong opposition to the blanket approach, citing risks to transfer transparency and student mobility, especially for BAS degrees that may compete with parallel BA/BS programs, such as Business Administration. It was noted that maintaining the current case-by-case waiver process would be best. The discussion revealed broad consensus around refining the proposal to limit blanket waivers to highly technical BAS programs and incorporating periodic review mechanisms to ensure efficacy and accountability.

· SB24-164 GE Council GT Pathway recommendations (See Attachments Agenda Item SB24-164 Report from GE Council and 2025-09 GE Council Report for SB24-164)
Brad Griffith, Senior Director of Academic Pathways and Innovation, and Christina Carrillo, Academic Policy Officer and Advocate, CDHE 
Brad provided an overview of the GE Council’s report and recommendations, as required by Senate Bill 24-164, also known as the “Transfer Transparency” bill. The report included data on high-enrollment GT Pathways courses and credit hour misalignment across institutions, particularly in math and science courses. However, the section on courses accepted but not applied toward degree requirements was incomplete, pending institutional submissions. The GE Council issued three recommendations: convening math faculty to address credit hour alignment, enhancing communication about GT Pathways and transfer degrees, and expanding professional development for faculty and student services staff. Commissioners expressed concern about acting on incomplete data and agreed to revisit the report once all required information is available. There was also discussion about leveraging AI tools to improve communication and transparency for students.

· Degree Authorization Act: 
· Approval for Greenville University (See Attachment CCHE Agenda Item – DAA – Approval of Provisional Authorization for Greenville University)
· Change of status for Concordia University (See Attachment Agenda Item – DAA – Approval of Full Authorization for Concordia University, St. Paul)
· Change of status for St. Louis University (See Attachment CCHE Agenda Item – Degree Authorization Approval of Dual Enrollment Authorization – St. Louis University) 
· Approval for NoCo Baptist Bible College (See Attachment CCHE Agenda Item – DAA – Approval for NoCo Baptist Bible College – Religious Training Institution or Seminary)
Heather DeLange, Director, Office of Private Postsecondary Education, CDHE
Heather provided an overview of four agenda items that will appear before the Commission at its September meeting – staff is recommending the approval of authorization for two new institutions (Greenville University and Northern Colorado Baptist Bible College, a religious training institution or seminary) and for the approval of a change of status for two institutions (Concordia University and St. Louis University). 

Commissioner Harber motioned to move all four agenda items to Consent. Commissioner Walmer seconded the motion. No objections were made – motion approved.
 
· Updates:
· Transfer Audit
Carl Einhaus, Chief Student Success and Academic Affairs Officer, provided an update on the upcoming transfer audit from the Office of the State Auditor, noting that Commissioners would receive recommendations in Executive Session on September 4 and must respond by September 11. Commissioner Walmer confirmed that time had been allocated during the September 4 work session to address this, with a potential follow-up meeting on September 8 if needed.

· HB25-1186: Work-Based Learning Experiences in Higher Education
· Return on Investment Report
· Career Connected Designation
Dr. Gillian McKnight-Tutein, Senior Education Equity Officer, CDHE
Dr. G provided updates on HB25-1186, the work-based learning bill, noting that funding is being pursued through national foundations such as Ascendium and Strada. She also reported on the Career-Connected designation process, with applications due that week. Thirteen institutions had applied, with a mix of rural and urban representation. The designation lasts three years and is awarded annually.
	
Next meeting date: TUESDAY, October 7, 2025

ACTION ITEMS

	Issue
	Action / Next Step
	Assigned To & Date Assigned
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